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The only enemy he had to fear was the family of
Hohenstaufen. Frederick of Suabia accepted his defeat and Hohenstaii-
acknowledged Lothar as king. He was not himself ambitious fen
for the crown, as was his brother Conrad. He had estab-
lished ducal authority in Suabia on a strong centralised basis,
and was satisfied with adding to his territorial possessions
the inheritance he had received from Henry V. Part of this,
especially the town of . Spires, was the ancestral Salian
domain, but Henry had in his latter years by escheat, by
purchase, and by exchange been building up, especially in
the Rhine lands, a new domain which Frederick also claimed
as his own. Lothar equally laid claim to it, for lands acquired
by the exercise of royal powers or in exchange for royal
domain were obviously royal and not personal possessions ;
and a diet at Ratisbon in November 1125 decided emphatic-
ally in his favour. Frederick and Conrad refused to submit
to this decision and to surrender the lands in question. They
were accordingly placed under the ban of the kingdom in
January 1126, and once more Germany was afflicted with
civil war.

Frederick in Suabia and Conrad in eastern Franconia
were a formidable pair, and for some time Lothar took no
steps to bring them to justice. At the beginning of 1126
he was occupied with an expedition into Bohemia to uphold
the royal authority by deposing the new duke Sobieslav in
favour of his rival Otto of Moravia. The plan miscarried,
for the German army suffered a severe defeat, Otto was killed
in battle, and Lothar had to extricate himself by recognising
Sobieslav's title to the duchy. The losses among the Saxon
troops had been heavy, so that no serious undertaking could
be attempted in that year against the Hohenstaufen. In
1127, however, Lothar was in a stronger position. Duke
Henry the Black died, leaving to his elder son, Henry the
Proud, his duchy and estates in Bavaria and also the Saxon
territory which had come to him by marriage.1 Lothar now
fulfilled his promise to the father, and the marriage between
Gertrude and Henry the Proud took place in May. With
his son-in-law's help and with the further assistance of a
Bohemian contingent, he was able to take the offensive

1 The younger son, Welf (VI), received the Suabian territories of the
Welf house together -with a small portion in Bavaria.